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 Metro New York World Ministry

DAY 7 - “The Enemy Among Us” April 20, 2014
Good morning to God’s people around the world on this first day of the week, one of the six working days. The Christian world calls this day Easter Sunday, I am going to make a comment about that after a short prayer. Indeed we are all in a battle for our eternal lives, but with and by God’s grace and our faithfulness we will attain the victory we all seek. Let us seek God’s guidance.


Father in heaven, we thank you for Jesus. We seek understanding today, for the subject matter is of great importance. It has been painful to watch the blueprints given to your church rejected for man’s devising for too many decades now. We have sinned and we seek your forgiveness. As your people are being stirred to wakefulness, let none return to indolence, rather with your blessings, let all be moved to activity, in Jesus name, Amen. 

As mentioned, the Christian world is celebrating this day as Easter Sunday, supposedly the day Jesus rose from the dead. Now we know that every year they do celebrate the supposed birth of Christ on December 25th. I say supposed because it is actually the birth day of Tamuuz, the son of Semiramis.

But the Christian’s Easter Sunday is not on the same date year after year, sometimes not even the same month. Why is that? To honor Semiramis, the moon goddess, they set aside a time in honor of the moon. This was the first full moon after the vernal equinox. The first Sunday after this full moon was to be the celebration of Easter. I could easily take a minimum of 3 days, just on the shocking facts on Easter, but that is not our current subject matter. 

What is truly shocking is the fact that there are many Seventh-day Adventist churches that are participating in sun rise services this very morning with other Christians of other faiths; with their faces to the rising sun. Have mercy Lord.
The theme for this series has been “The Enemy Among Us.” We have been discussing apostasy in the church, but today we will even get into apostasy in our own lives.
We begin today where we left off Friday in My 95 Theses. Do not think I enjoy this as it is very painful. But God wants people in our faith to know these things so that they can see how Satan has engineered himself into the control of our denomination, even into the control of our own behaviors.

Item #25
What additional compromises are in store as we dialogue with Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims and those of the Jewish Faith? It had been mentioned by Pastor Bowen regarding our church signing the BEM document in 1982, agreeing to the ecumenical understanding under the “M” part of the agreement meaning ministry, where we would not proselytize other religions. Surely this is just part of the “Let’s just all get along so that you like me” syndrome.  Don’t proselytize me and I won’t proselytize you. That is sheer madness. Don’t Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims and Jews have souls that Jesus died for? Jesus said to “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:19, 20. 
We have been told in AA 381 that we are to witness to those of the Jewish faith as was just brought out in Sabbath School yesterday. God’s Prophet Says, “In the closing proclamation of the gospel, when special work is to be done for classes of people hitherto neglected, God expects His messengers to take particular interest in the Jewish people whom they find in all parts of the earth. As the Old Testament Scriptures are blended with the New in an explanation of Jehovah's eternal purpose, this will be to many of the Jews as the dawn of a new creation, the resurrection of the soul. As they see the Christ of the gospel dispensation portrayed in the pages of the Old Testament Scriptures, and perceive how clearly the New Testament explains the Old, their slumbering faculties will be aroused, and they will recognize Christ as the Saviour of the world. Many will by faith receive Christ as their Redeemer. To them will be fulfilled the words, "As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name." John 1:12.  {AA 381.1} 
Now listen to this next paragraph: Among the Jews are some who, like Saul of Tarsus, are mighty in the Scriptures, and these will proclaim with wonderful power the immutability of the law of God.” AA 381.2. Brothers and sisters, let us place the value on every soul that Jesus did for He died for all.
Item #26

Why are we such active participants in the Global Christian Forum since its inception? What is the Global Christian Forum? The Global Christian Forum is a movement of representatives from diverse Christian churches, organizations and traditions meeting on an equal basis, to foster mutual respect and to address common challenges together. It is purely ecumenical and seeks unity. All that sounds good, but ecumenism is not the three angel’s messages.
Item #27

Why are there women pastors? No Biblical or S.O.P. precedent. How can a woman pastor be the husband of one wife? There are many positions for women in God’s church today in which they can play important roles. This has been a divisive issue for many years now, but the world General Conference session had voted it down. When a division or a conference votes contrary, they make themselves and independent ministry as has already been done. 
Item #28

Why are there women elders? No Biblical or S.O.P. precedent. Again, how can a woman elder be the husband of one wife? Elders are positions held by men in God’s church but so many churches today have gone their own way. Where is the Biblical or S.O.P. precedent, it just doesn’t exist.
Item #29

Why are God given names and writings being copyrighted? And why do lawyers not of our faith file these copyrights? (Words such as ‘Seventh-day Adventist,’ ‘Adventist,’ ‘SDA,’ ‘Ellen G. White,” etc. plus copyrighting her writings.  And why are so-called General Conference brethren so quick to send out their “cease and desist” letters to faithful historic SDA brethren and churches for using such terms? We must remember God gave this church its name.
Item #30

Why are SDA’s and in some cases whole churches who stand for pure historic Biblical doctrine and promote high standards being disfellowshipped and in some cases being taken to court by General Conference paid non-SDA attorneys? I won’t even mention the substantial amount of money spent in the case of a small SDA church that was sued by the General Conference and taken to court. Then there are the court cases brought against faithful Seventh-day Adventists in Florida. This is disgusting and those brethren at the GC who have had a part in these cases need to hang their heads in shame. Do they not read in 1 Corinthians 6:5-7, “I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren? But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers. Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another.”

Item #31

Why do conferences hold the deeds of many churches, even when some were built without any financial input from the conferences? And what gives them the right to padlock these churches if they choose to cling to our historic pillar doctrines and high standards and do not do as told by the conference when it involves compromise; and in some cases, sell the church out from under them? It is my understanding that the conference was to be sub-serviant to the church, not its lord and master. I know the position of the conferences on this issue, 
Item #32

Why is promoting self-esteem in our schools so important when we should die to self daily? Self-esteem feeds ego and increases pride.  This is certainly not teaching the young to take up a cross and follow Jesus. Let’s get political correctness out of God’s church. Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride [goeth] before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.”
Item #33

Why are we so reward happy, giving plaques and trophies and other gifts for Christian service? The only reward given should be to the saints by Jesus for a job well done and not before. Every task done should be for the Lord with no expectation of human rewards. Let us stop all forms of human worship, as these gestures also feed the ego and pride.
Items #34-43 will address this most important question:

Why are there so many corruptions in the churches which include the following?:

Item #34
Irreverence in the sanctuary; I addressed irreverence in a previous message, but now I want to be more specific. Clapping hands, shaking hands and hugging, loud talk, dancing. Where is the reverence today in the sanctuary? Where the presence of God is, we are on Holy ground. But those who choose to have a bedlam of noise in the sanctuary chase away the Spirit of God and entertain the unholy spirit instead.

Item #35
Applause in the sanctuary encouraged – Why do pastors believe that applause is a part of worship? That is pure worldliness and should have no place in God’s sanctuary. I am disgusted when I hear a pastor say, give God a hand and the congregation starts applauding. People must think God is a grandfatherly old gent who takes a bow in heaven. Let’s get real. When did Jesus ever tell His disciples to give God a hand? Also, when a performer sings to God’s glory, when finished they should sit down and not look for accolades. The congregation should give an Amen to God who gave the talent. Let us stop feeding egos and encouraging pride in our people.
Item #36
Why are there jewelry bedecked, irreverently dressed entertainers doing special music during worship hour and for that matter any hour? Why can’t they sing the notes the way they are written and why do they love the applause for their performance. Vocalists should use their talent only to the glory of God and an Amen is worthy praise offered by the congregation to God alone for the blessing received. Understand that applause has its contaminating affects on the recipients.
Item #37
Why is there rock music in the churches (celebration) Penecostal style; In 2SM 36 God’s Prophet Says, “The Holy Spirit never reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is an invention of Satan to cover up his ingenious methods for making of none effect the pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying truth for this time. Better never have the worship of God blended with music than to use musical instruments to do the work which last January was represented to me would be brought into our camp meetings. The truth for this time needs nothing of this kind in its work of converting souls. A bedlam of noise shocks the senses and perverts that which if conducted aright might be a blessing. The powers of satanic agencies blend with the din and noise, to have a carnival, and this is termed the Holy Spirit's working.” --2SM 36.
Satan’s music with Christian lyrics is still Satan’s music. Send those blasphemous drums back to the night clubs where they belong. Let the only rock music heard in our sanctuaries be the beautiful hymn “Rock of Ages.”
Item #38
Magic and fascination with other occult practices; Magic is an abomination and shame on pastors who do not take a stand against those in the church who practice such. If magic or any occult practice is found in your church, take a stand and see that this nonsense finds the nearest exit. But if you sit there, fascinated by the show, you are just as guilty of the sin being practiced as the person doing it. Cry aloud and spare not. Isaiah 58:1.
Item #39
Clowns; Another abomination – Do you really think this is a practice heaven approves of? Where is Jesus in such nonsense? Why are you allowing the children’s minds to be so contaminated? Take a stand brother, you too sister. Or is the devil welcomed in your church?
Item #40
Comedy; Abomination – I once attended a large SDA church in North Carolina and the pastor gave the worship hour sermon from a lounge chair and told numerous jokes; it was Saturday Morning Live. Many of the women in that church tried to out-Jezebel each other with their ungodly cosmetics and gaudy jewelry. It was one of the worst Sabbaths we had ever spent, and in leaving, we did so with our souls contaminated. 
Item #41
Drama; The only question to ask is where is the precedent found in scripture and the S.O.P.? 

Item #42
Mimes; Do we need to entertain the children with worldly ungodliness? Let them perform on worldly stages, but get them out of God’s church.
Item #43
Puppetry; What may seem so innocent and harmless is sacrificing our children to strange gods.

Item #44
Competitive Sports in most of our schools; We are counseled otherwise. Why is there no interest in the Testimony of Jesus? Competitive sports produces a killer instinct that wants to win at all costs. Then when victory is accomplished, pride is increased and one tends to gloat over the loser’s defeat.

     God’s Prophet Says, “Among the youth the passion for football games and other kindred selfish gratifications have been misleading in their influence. Watchfulness and prayer and daily consecration to God have not been maintained. Converse, communion with God, is life to the soul. The light has been beclouded, and it was well pleasing to Satan to have the impression go forth that notwithstanding the wonderful work of the Holy Spirit in behalf of our institutions of learning, and the office of publication and the church, they fell back to be overcome by temptation. Satan and evil workers cast reflection upon God, and His name has been dishonored. . . .”  {6MR 127.1} 


Thank God for Hartland College where there is no competitive sports, however there is an emphasis on good exercise. 

Item #45
Professional sports occupying the minds of many lay people and leaders; In many churches worldly discussions are common on the holy hours of God’s Sabbath. Competitive sports is idolatry and can be as much an addiction as a drug, and those under the influence need to seek conversion. Some go as far as creating shrines in their homes to their favorite sports teams. What a waste of God’s money. 

How is it possible to focus on your football game and have Christ in your thoughts.


Oh but Pastor Vaughn, I pay my tithe. Yes but the price you pay for tickets to these games and the money spent inside these people palaces could go a long way to help ministries with pressing needs.

Isaiah 55:2 “Wherefore do ye spend money for [that which is] not bread?”
Item #46
Extreme adventure activities; Risking death in such foolishness will not employ the angel’s for protection. For that matter, when you are exceeding the speed limit in your vehicles, the angels who protect may be doing the speed limit. We have an obligation to keep the civil laws. Start using your cruise control as every speeding ticket has been earned.
Item #47
Mind absorbing Fashions; This is serving other gods as the fashion gods are sacrificed to by our people. People can get very nice clothing at Goodwill stores, some even new that was donated.
Why do we have a problem with the words of Jesus when He said the following in Matthew 6:25, 28-34 
“Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?   And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, [shall he] not much more [clothe] you, O ye of little faith?  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?   (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day [is] the evil thereof.”

Item #48
Attending theater; Anything which diverts the focus of the mind from Jesus is where Satan gains control of both the will and the mind. Even religious movies sometimes have parts of things found in scripture, but usually they are stuffed with Hollywood’s garbage. Let me ask you this, what is the last time you read Patriarchs and Prophets, Prophets and Kings, Desire of Ages, Acts of the Apostles and Great Controversy? What about Counsels on Health or Christ’s Object Lessons? And what about the 9 volumes of Testimonies?

While I’m speaking, you may be thinking that reading is boring. When your mind is constantly excited by action movies and other satanic distractions, naturally reading spiritually uplifting reading will not be exciting. You make your choice as to who gets your worship. 

Item #49
Movies; Many SDA’s can’t get enough of this exciting, worldly, faith destroying garbage. Some sit by their remotes, ready to push buttons when the last minute of Sabbath has completed. Most of the movies watched are loaded with filth and evil of every kind. The Bible says in Psalms 101:2, 3: “I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes:”
Item #50
Novel reading, fiction and books promoting spiritualism; All such books divert one from Jesus and the Harry Potter books are stealing the minds of the young and training them for the occult and spiritualism. More occult driven books are following in close pursuit and SDA children read them with a great fascination. If you have any of those satanic books in your house, remove them and destroy them. Do you think angels will dwell in the same house with occult literature?
Item #51
Body piercing; Brings no glory to God. The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20, “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” The primary purpose of body piercing appears to be for the affixing of ornaments. God said in Exodus 33:5 “For the LORD had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye [are] a stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee.”
Item #52
Tatooing (printing the body); The Bible says in Leviticus 19:28 “Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I [am] the LORD.” 
I am going to leave it there for today and we will look at item #53 tomorrow.

Here is one side issue however:

I am sure that there are a lot of people who are listening that are computer literate. You possibly check your e-mails on a regular basis. You find that people send you jokes, you tube videos, news items, urgent e-mails that you are to pass on to everyone in your address list and things of a sensational matter. I have found that many e-mails have sensational information that you might think is important for everyone to know about. I have found that if it is not a well documented fact, it may very well be truth mixed with error. That makes it a false witness and when you forward it to others, you have become as much responsible for the contents as if you wrote it yourself. Forwarding it then causes you to break the ninth commandment. If it is not spiritually uplifting or of an emergency nature or a legal requirement, I think it would be best to forward nothing. The delete button may be a better choice.
Proverbs 19:9 says “A false witness shall not be unpunished, and [he that] speaketh lies shall perish.”

Here is another area  where some Adventists break the 9th commandment. The phone rings and your child goes to answer it. You instruct the child that if it is a certain person, tell them I am not here, or I am in the shower. Not pnly are you a liar, but you make the child a liar. We need to be more vigilant in this area.

In our scripture reading this morning, Proverbs 6:16-19 
These six [things] doth the LORD hate: yea, seven [are] an abomination unto him:  

 6:17
A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,  

 6:18
An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,  

 6:19
A false witness [that] speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.  Why does God hate these 7 things? It is because these are the characteristics of Satan.

I appeal to you this morning to consider what our priorities should be. We are living for the day that Jesus comes to take us to heaven, but keep in mind that none but holy people can dwell in the presence of a holy God. Let us be determined to get all the disqualifiers out of our lives and our characters. Satan has a thousand subtle ways to trip up one who fails to be vigilant.

Let us pray …

